4
Introduction
Purely idiosyncratic poverty would, by definition, strike any person anytime. Data tracking households longitudinally through time demonstrates that poverty is nowhere purely idiosyncratic. Over a given number of years, approximately 50 percent of all person-years of absolute poverty can be expected to be suffered by just 30 percent of the population in rural India, 21 percent in rural Zimbabwe, 16 percent in rural Pakistan and 11 percent in rural China. 1 In affluent countries, 50 percent of all person-years of absolute poverty strikes just 8
percent of the population in the UK and 6 percent in the USA. 2 Despite presumably more equal economic opportunities, via greater public provisioning of services, welfare systems and more complete markets, a concentration of nationally-defined absolute poverty remains.
In possibly its broadest sense -as subjective self-evaluation, where one may suppose idiosyncrasy -poverty remains systematically and unequally shared (even if regal lives experience occasionally an annus horribilus). 3 What causes a segment of the population -the chronically poor -to suffer over time more than their share of poverty? Microlongitudinal research provides two kinds of relevant information: patterns of chronic poverty, and correlates of chronic poverty. Section 2 lists chronic poverty incidences. Methodological differences are stressed that unfortunately prevent direct international comparison of incidences. The section examines patterns of economic mobility at the poorest tail of the welfare distribution, isolating three mobility problems facing the chronically poor: economic insecurity, short-range mobility, and path dependence. Section 3 summarizes multivariate statistical models of mobility from varied country contexts and research methods. These suggest that socioeconomic correlates of chronic poverty fall into four types: spatial, demographics and household formation, human capital and labor, and physical assets. As noted in section 3, a general limitation of microlongitudinal studies -and, by extension, this paper too -is that the focus on tracking individuals might underemphasize societal processes in chronic poverty. These remained outside the scope of the paper, partly because there is little empirical literature allowing evidence in microlongitudinal studies to be connected to broader issues around socioeconomic opportunity (c.f. Műller 2002).
The paper shows commonality between poverty in developing countries and poverty in affluent countries in the three mobility patterns and four mobility correlates. Throughout there is no claim that poverty in developing countries (commonly anchored to subsistence materialism) is equivalent to poverty in affluent countries (with comparatively generous materialism). Strikingly though, however rich a country, poverty is unequally shared. This is obviously different from relative poverty (some have to be poorest), and even chronic relative poverty (apparently some are always poorest), since it refers to persistence below a given absolute threshold. Microlongitudinal datasets in very different societies apparently suggest, to some extent, similar life experiences for those chronically trapped poor within their respective societies.
This point is exploited in Section 3 on explanations. Poverty models estimated using longitudinal data are remarkably similar to those obtained already using cross-sectional data,
and I feel provide little extra information towards proper explanations of chronic poverty.
Such 'lifeless' models of complex -and possibly permanently harmful -life experiences at different ages, are presented reductively and largely with weak exposition of theoretical foundations. Section 3 aims not to evaluate lifeless methodology, but to discuss how, by virtue of richer datasets, fuller life-course analyses have been attempted in affluent countries. I see lifefull explanations as potentially providing better understanding of whether chronic poverty is reversible, the best timing of any such reversals, and the ultimate welfare relevance to the lives thus changed. Intergenerational literature is cited to indicate the potential of lifefull approaches. The concluding section includes suggestions for chronic poverty research in developing countries in the light of issues raised in the paper.
Estimates and patterns of chronic poverty
Chronic absolute poverty (CAP) refers to the persistently poor and chronic relative poverty (CRP) the persistently poorest. CAP reflects low socioeconomic growth of individuals, i.e. low absolute mobility. CRP reflects low socioeconomic re-ranking of individuals, i.e. low relative mobility. (2000); Bangladesh (1970-77) : van Schendel (1981); Bangladesh (1987-90) : Sen & Begum (1998); Bangladesh (1990-94) : Sen (2001) ; Chile: China (1975-84) : Nee (1991); China (1978-89) : Nee & Liedka (1997); China (1985-90) : Jalan & Ravallion (1998); China (1987-99) : Benjamin et al. (2002); China (1991-95) : Galasi (1998); India (1968-70) : Gaiha (1989; 1988); India (1974-83) : Lanjouw & Stern (1991); India (1975-83) : Gaiha & Deolalikar (1993); India (1977-85) : Swaminathan (1991) : McCulloch & Baulch (1998; 1999); Pakistan (1996-99) : Kurosaki (2001); Peru (1985-90) : Glewwe & Hall (1998); Peru (1990-96) : Herrera (1999); Peru (1997-99) : Herrera (2001b); Poland (1987 -92): World Bank (1994 Poland (1993 -96): Okrasa (1999 Russia (1992-93) : Mroz & Popkin (1995); Russia (1994-98) (2001) found that the probability of drops in consumption was greater for those in the lowest quintile of a long-run socioeconomic index (constructed from dwelling characteristics and household durables).
In a wide review, Sinha, Lipton & Yaqub (2002) showed that poverty in many developing countries combines riskier, more uninsured, livelihoods with lower growth prospects. Gottschalk & Moffitt (1994) characterized this problem as 'good jobs' versus 'bad jobs' in the USA, where high stable pay contrasts with low unstable pay. In developing and affluent countries, the poor manage their few assets against fluctuations (Moser 1998; Ruggles & Williams 1989) , but the transitory poor might well dominate such smoothing transactions.
Townsend (1995) on India and Udry (1995) on Nigeria showed that crop, currency and credit -rather than livestock and consumer durables -accounted for short-run dynamics in asset positions, and probably these smaller assets are owned least by the chronically poor.
Lokshin and Ravallion (2001) showed that the time taken to recover from a single negative income drop was longer for households with lower long-run income levels, i.e. chronically poor. Okrasa (1999) found in Poland access to formal and informal consumption smoothing mechanisms were inversely correlated to years spent in poverty. Path dependence problem. The chance of escaping poverty appears related to poverty duration. Error! Reference source not found. shows that the probability of poverty increases conditionally on past years in poverty -after four years of poverty, most remained poor. Not shown in the table is that large proportions of those leaving poverty re-enter after the first year of non-poverty, and the conditional probability of re-entering poverty declines with duration in non-poverty (same sources as Error! Reference source not found.). This seems consistent with the distance problem where poverty exits remain close to the poverty line. Four methodological points are noted. The first borrows from macroeconomic growth literature, which has a similar motivation, only a different unit of analysis. Many country characteristics have been correlated to macroeconomic growth, but the problem is that "variable x 1 will soon be found to be significant when the regression includes variables x 2 and x 3 , but it becomes nonsignificant when x 4 is included" (Sala-i-Martin 1997, p.178).
Generally studies do not subject mobility correlates to robustness checks, say of the sort suggested in macroeconomic growth literature. Second, type 1 studies assume mobility is symmetric, i.e. identical correlation with upward mobility as downward mobility. Study types 4 and 5 model also the chances of entry into poverty and sometimes show different effect sizes to those for poverty exit. Third, generally studies assume linearity, i.e. identical effects throughout the distribution. Yet Baulch & McCulloch (1998) , for example, find education to be non-significant at lower poverty lines, and Gaiha & Deolalikar (1993) find that several 'squared variables' have statistically significant effects in their models.
Fourth, and most importantly, the emphasis on individuals and households in microlongitudinal data risks insufficient attention to broader societal processes, such as the distribution of socioeconomic opportunities. Aggregate economic growth reduces poverty only where it outpaces inequality, but inequality rises whenever it outpaces economic mobility (because mobility, by sharing over time prosperous and hardship years, reduces inequality). Growth, inequality, and CRP all determine CAP. Notice the issue is one of relative pace in each of the quantities. Thus "increased yearly inequality must be offset by a sufficiently large increase in mobility… extent of mobility is irrelevant to changes in inequality" (Gottschalk & Danziger 1997, p.7) . Statistical correlations between mobility, inequality, growth, and poverty, remain largely unknown. 9 To attempt a summary, first I listed all socioeconomic characteristics included as regressors in mobility models, as well as their direction of effect and statistical significance. Second a simple 'vote counting method' tallied the number of discrete samples in which a socioeconomic characteristic showed a statistically significant correlation with upward mobility (i.e. an effect on mobility different from zero at the five percent level). Vote counting was done across discrete samples rather than models to avoid double counting. Inconsistent significant correlations across models arose only once in which case the model with the greater number of controls was selected for the vote.
Vote counting has recognized limitations as a meta-analytic method because it wastes statistical information (Hunter & Schmidt 1990; Bushman 1994) . It is biased towards studies with large samples detecting small effect sizes, and so variations in sample sizes across studies may cause erroneous conclusions. The studies in this review with sample sizes below 400 did not report markedly unusual significant results. A 'publication bias' towards reporting 'significant' results might be assumed, in which case votes for 'not significantly different from zero' would be attenuated. Moreover, the focus on significance ignores the important issue of effect sizes. The point is shown in Annex 1. Second, developing country mobility correlates are broadly similar to those found in affluent countries, as discussed below.
Births, deaths, ageing and age-dependency correlate with mobility. Household age structure had mobility effects consistent with long held views about age-profiles for poverty, income and wealth in developing and affluent countries (e.g. Kearl & Pope 1983; Lipton 1983) . 10 In developing country models, generally, household formation is simplified to female headship (statistically insignificant). In affluent countries it is treated as a major issue, possibly triggering as much as 40 percent of poverty spells (e.g. Bane & Ellwood 1986; Cantó-Sánchez 1996; Jenkins 2000) . That household formation is not more prominent in developing countries is surprising given long-standing poverty literature regarding complexhouseholds, household splits, child fostering and polygamy (e.g. van Schendel 1982; Serra 1997; Magnani, Bertrand, Makani & McDonald 1995) . "(F)or many women becoming a mother is a greater disposing factor to poverty than gender alone… a non-contributing father in any household type is among the most severe welfare risks mothers and children face" (Bruce & Lloyd 1997, p.221 ).
Higher levels of household human and physical capital, and gains in these over time, correlate with upward mobility. Notably several models showed insignificant correlationsgenerally the signs of the coefficients were in the expected direction, but apparently their effect sizes were too small (if not zero). In Indonesia, South Africa, Spain and Venezuela, Fields, Cichello, Freije, Menendez & Newhouse (2001b) found that the proportion of variance in income growth that was explained by education of household head was low.
Credentialist selection in the labor market might mean that, to some extent, upward mobility requires not only being better educated, but also better educated relative to others. Even for affluent countries, with presumably more efficient labor markets, a hierarchy of school certificates is argued to correspond to hierarchically organized labor markets (Kivinen & Silvennoinen 2002) . Qualitative variations -not normally included in mobility models -might explain why greater public investment in education has not always led to greater equality and mobility, e.g. Hanushek and Lavy (1994) on Egypt, and Handa (1996) on Jamaica.
Spatial correlates of socioeconomic mobility seem to exist in the form of provincial effects and pro-urban bias. Spatial variations in public provisioning of services, like health, education and communication, certainly exist in affluent and developing countries.
Interestingly domestic migration had ambiguous effects on socioeconomic mobility in El
Salvador (Sanfeliu & Gonzalez-Vega 2000) , India (Drèze et al. 1992) , and Malaysia (Trzcinski & Randolph 1991 Datcher (1982) found community characteristics were at least as important as personal characteristics in explaining the lower achievements of blacks relative to whites in the USA.
Explanations of chronic poverty: reversibility, timeframes and relevance
Lifefull and lifeless approaches differ in their treatment of three important issues: reversibility, timeframes and relevance. The usefulness of any explanation of poverty lies in showing how poverty can be reversed. The distinction between transitory and chronic poverty conveniently implies reversibility. Transitory poverty reverses because it is just turbulence in the welfare trajectory due to the vicissitudes of life. 11 In contrast, it is not so obvious how chronic poverty is reversible. Its very chronicity might imply reversible and irreversible forms. A second issue is about reversing chronic poverty within acceptable timeframes, and at least within lifetimes of sufferers. Shortened lives from prolonged exposure to poverty reduce the numbers of poor, and so chronic poverty solves itself. Shortened lives may also reverse the chronic poverty of those living, say by lowering household age-dependency (a poverty correlate in lifeless models). Obviously death should count as policy failure, and yet, our temporal poverty measures -especially chronic incidence, presented in Table 1 -are insensitive to our aversion to these patently perverse reversals arising from the failure to solve chronic poverty within relevant lifetimes. Lifeless explanations usefully list characteristics that correlate with welfare changes, but we also need to understand timeframes for poverty reversals. Even if the most important welfare-generating characteristics are in principle time-variable, practical policy-levers to affect change may be lacking or weak -for instance, the proven antipoverty link to land contrasted with practical difficulties in its redistribution (e.g. IFAD 2001). Where poverty proves difficult to reverse within relevant lifetimes, its prevention at critical points in the life-course may be a costeffective alternative.
A third issue relates to making relevant changes. Improving the welfare-returns to a characteristic may not be welfare equivalent to enhancing the characteristic itself. Moreover the two are differently time-variant. For example, increasing rewards to unskilled laboring seems easier than skilling unskilled laborers, and presumably has different implications for the lives enjoyed. The difference between chronic absolute poverty in affluent countries and that in developing countries is less stark -though still unequal -if we shift the poverty concept from materialism to, more fundamentally, human functionings. This point was clarified by an exchange between Amartya Sen (1983 and and Peter Townsend Note. Short-run correlations refer to single year measures of welfare. Long-run correlations rely on different methods, viz. inter-temporal mean, instrumental variables, predicted values, and error autoregression (AR1), used to obtain long-run welfare measures -see sources for details. The elasticity refers to the proportionate change in the offspring measure for a proportionate change in the parental measure. Source. Atkinson et al. (1983) ; Björklund & Jäntti (1997); Jäntti & Österbacka for Finland (in Björklund & Jäntti 2000) ; Corak & Heisz (1998); Couch & Dunn (1997); Dearden et al. (1997); Lillard & Reville (1997); Menchik (1979) ; Soltow for Norway (in Atkinson et al. 1983); Zimmerman (1992) Intergenerational and Microlongitudinal data also show that certain socioeconomic characteristics correlate with chronic poverty. This suggests chronic poverty is spatially concentrated, affected by household demographic structure and formation, and depends on access to human capital, labor markets and physical assets. Many of these correlates of poverty were already deduced from cross-sectional data. The literature does not allow these two aspectspatterns and correlates -to be combined to explain processes underlying chronic poverty.
Explanations of chronic poverty, to be useful, need to identify how chronic poverty is reversed, and if they exist, critical points in lifetimes when it can be reversed or prevented.
Reversals need to be timely, at least to protect longevity from prolonged exposure to poverty, and there should result developmental impacts in functionings relevant to people's lives. On these counts -reversibility, timeframes and relevance -the paper develops the view that explanations of chronic poverty need to move from current lifeless frameworks to what extent biographies have lost their determining frames that used to be social origin, gender, age and ethnicity, and highlights how the shaping by structural forces shifts to social processes of negotiation between the person, social networks, opportunity structures and institutions" (Heinz & Krüger 2001) .
The general importance of seeking poverty explanations cognizant of life experiences is probably easily accepted. The difficulty is implementation in data scarce contexts. Some existing quantitative microlongitudinal data might be used more intensively. 13 Sibling correlations can be estimated without longitudinal data, and retrospective data could be used especially for non-pecuniary intergenerational correlations. Qualitative research shows that the poor, whilst always attaching importance to materialism in defining poverty, tend to focus on the content and chronology of their life experiences. Yet, existing qualitative research could be more valuable with different research motivations. "What distinguishes the anthropological approach is sustained attention to both subtleties of meaning and belief (the emic) and patterns of observed behaviour and events (the etic)… what anthropological and other contextual methods have to contribute to the understanding of poverty is currently expressed too much as a contribution to emic understanding and not enough as an alternative perspective on etic issues and on the critical interface between emic and etic" (Booth, Leach & Tierney 1999) . Interest in combining quantitative and qualitative analysis has been largely towards verification of poverty measurements and consistency in monitoring (e.g. discussions over triangulation, etc.) and less towards combined methodology on questions relevant to life-course research (Bardhan 1989; Yaqub 2000) .
Conventional advice to developing countries on antipoverty can be characterized as pursing 'social market democracies', following those found to varying strengths in affluent countries.
At the same time, the chronicity of poverty shows similarities in patterns and correlates at the micro-level in both rich and poor country contexts. If the apparent promise of 'poverty amongst plenty' is to be avoided as countries develop, I feel poverty explanations must incorporate specific harmful experiences as people continuously develop, maintain and face declining functionings throughout life. 
